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in spite of all inspires us with the highest admiration for the great Greek thinker is the way in which he perpetually and manifestly struggles for clearness in this hardest of all nature's problems, how he turns over and over again and goes deeply into the same questions with the most delicate logical subtlety. How clumsy compared to this is most modem research*
Aristotle briefly disposes of the question as to how in each separate case the seed furnishes the developing organism with a soul: it transmits to the secretion of the matrix the same movement by which it is itself animated. This may happen because the female is in reality a mutilated male and because her monthly courses are seed which does not possess the principle of soul.
Those different stages of the " soul" which to a certain extent determine the various stages of the organic are of more importance for us : plants possess for their lifetime, and animals at the outset, only the nutritive soul (TO QpeirriKov), which is the soul of growth (avfyjTiKov) and also identical with that generative (yevvnTutov) already existing as a principle in the seed. Later on animals are endowed with the sensitive soul (aiarOqriKov) connected with the appetitive (opeKnicbv) ; it is precisely in virtue of this that they are animals. Men alone have that third endowment Reason (vovs), which alone comes " from without " (QvpaQev) and is divine (Qelov).
But this point leads into Aristotle's theory of the soul> and it will not be amiss to draw upon his three books De Anima for a few elucidations of the above exposition.
The possession of one of the stages of the soul